Education Chair News

Another year is upon us!  And an exciting year it will be for North Carolina Chaplains.  We are excited to announce the plans for our annual Spring meeting.  This year we are going to be in Durham, at the Hilton near Duke University.  Mark your calendars right now for April 10th and 11th and don’t forget our pre-conference kick-off on the evening of the 9th.  

Let me tell you about our keynote speaker for this year.  We have gone all out, spent a few extra bucks to bring you a world-renowned speaker.  His name is Barry Duncan.  He has a Doctorate in Psychology and is the co-director of the Institute for the Study of Therapeutic Change.  He is the author of several books including: Heroic Client, What’s Right with You, The Heart and Soul of Change, etc.  He has appeared on “Oprah” and “The View”.  His topic for our group will be the “Heroic Client” and should not only be great for Chaplains serving in all areas but also Counselors and Social Workers.  Invite co-workers on your inter-disciplinary teams to come and hear him with you.  This will be a great chance to pick up those needed CEU’s at no extra charge.

Our pre-conference will begin on the evening of April 9th at 7pm.  So come, get checked in and choose one of our pre-conference events.  Joseph Alexander, our NC APC (Association of Professional Chaplains) Education Chair, will be leading a group titled “Exploring Membership and the Certification Process”.  If you’re interested in becoming an APC member and have always wondered what that process is all about, this is the group for you.  The other pre-conference is for those of you that are already APC members and are interested in serving on a certification committee.  The APC now requires you to go through this training before you can serve on a Certification committee.  Rose Young, the new APC Certification Chair, along with Preston Smith, our previous APC Certification Chair will be jointly leading a group titled “APC Certification Committee Training.”  When you send in your registration form be sure and mark one of these pre-conference events.  These events will also give you those needed CEU’s.

For those of you that are already a member of APC and/or have already received the Certification training there is a third option for this evening (but no CEU’s).  There will be a Meet “n” Greet in the lobby area near our NCCA registration.  This will be a great opportunity to get to know or renew friendships with your fellow Chaplains from across the state.

Also, this year we plan on having a bookstore for the meeting.  On Thursday, April 10th there will be tables set up with interesting books related to chaplaincy, counseling and ministry in general.  We will also have Barry Duncan’s books available for sale.  Take advantage of this great opportunity!  And speaking of books, please don’t forget you can go to our website: www.ncchaplains.com and be linked to Amazon.com.  A percentage of the total from the sales that you order through the website benefits the NC Chaplains’ Association.  Remember that little tip and tell your friends!

Get your Registration in to us and don’t forget to make those hotel reservations as soon as possible.  It is very difficult to secure a good rate in the Raleigh-Durham area.  You may make your reservations directly with Hilton (near Duke Univ.) on 3800 Hillsborough Road, Durham, NC 27705. (919) 383-8033. www.durhamneardukeuniversity.hilton.com
The cut-off date for the group rate of $119. + tax is March 31st.

If you even think you might be coming to the NCCA Spring meeting you need to make your reservation to secure that rate and if you find that you cannot come, follow the hotel’s cancellation policy and cancel.  We just don’t want you to be surprised at the last minute if the rate is closer to $200 a night.

Come to Durham!  Get inspired!  Enjoy the fellowship!  Earn those CEU’s!

See you there!
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